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All Saints of North America
Orthodox Church
MARCH & APRIL 2018

“Ours must be an Orthodoxy of the heart, not just of the mind” - St. Tikhon of Zadonsk

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Beloved Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
Christ is among us!

C hris t
Risen!

Church Address

397 Melvin Avenue at Woodward

Mailing Address
c/o 10 Princip Street
Hamilton, Ontario L8W 2M3

Parish Telephone

EDUCATION through
WATCHFULNESS OVER THE
HEART
People have often asked me,
Father, where did you learn how to be a
priest? The question has many sides to it:
pastoral, liturgical, spiritual, administrative.
One area in which I can say my years as a
highschool teacher has helped me a great
deal is the area of spiritual education – but
not in the way one might think. Each year at
parent-teacher interviews, I’d be visited by
many sincere and interested parents. A few
of their kids were struggling in my class; the
vast majority of those whose parents
attended were the keenest, hardest working,
A-level students. The fact is, these parents
did not need to be there, but they wanted to
be there, to do absolutely everything they
could to help the student in their family
improve their results. I enjoyed these
interviews, much in the same way I very
much enjoy our Orthodox Coffee Talks and
Question Hours, not to mention the Institute
on the Family (where I usually get to listen,
rather than speak!).
But much like parent-teacher
interviews, the folks who say they need them
the most, who have the most questions, who
admit to not understanding their faith – these
are the folks who are most often absent. So,
if I had one wish, I would say that it would be
to see these people make the time to come
out to talks and lectures – all of them – and
learn the steps to strengthening themselves
(Continued inside)
for the Christian life.

Where to find us

(905) 318-6436

Parish Priest
Archpriest Geoffrey Korz
(905) 387-6907
korzg@hotmail.com

www.asna.ca

Pascha
March 26 / April 8, 2018
Ois

In this issue:
- State of the Parish Report
- St George’s Work Bee
- Holy Week & Pascha Services
- Orthodox Marriage Course
- Cell Phone Etiquette for
Orthodox Christians
- Lenten Orthodox Coffee Talks

15 Years of Mission

2003–2018
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DIRECTIONS:
Take the Red Hill
Pkwy to Barton
Street, take Barton
west to Woodward
and turn left.
Travel south on
Woodward to
Melvin and turn
right. The church
and parking lot
are on the right.
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From the Parish Meeting, January 28th, 2018
Archpriest Geoffrey Korz, Rector
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

March 2018

Wednesday

Thursday

1 M Pamphilius

2 GMar Theodore

3 St Leo the
Great
Soul Saturday
Liturgy 10:30am

the Tyro

16
6 St Timothy of
Symbola

5 St Leo of
Catania

7 Hmar Polycarp

Akathist to St
Gregory
Palamas 6pm

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am
OCS D

8 Finding of the
Head of St John
the Baptist

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford
17

Vespers 6pm
Confessions to
follow
18

9 St Tarasius

10 St Porphyrios

Presanctified
Liturgy 10am

Vespers 6pm
Confessions to
follow

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford
19

20

11 Sunday of the
Cross

12 St Procopius

22

21
13 St John
Cassian

14 St David of
Wales

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am
OCS D

18 St John
Climacus

27

15 Hmar
Theodotus

16 M Eutropius

19 42 Martyrs of
Ammoria

20 HM Basil

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford

21 St
Theophylact

Canon 6pm

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am

3

2
22 40 Martyrs of
Sebaste

25
17 St Gerasimus
of the Jordan
Orthodox
Spirituality
Series 1pm
(Vespers Onsite)

Presanctified
Liturgy 10am

1

28

24

23

Akathist to the
Holy Cross
6pm

26

OCS

Saturday

In which we begin the fast of Great and Holy Lent

Congratulations to our newest
member of the clergy, Deacon Sean
Reid, who was ordained back in
December by Archbishop Irénée,
pictured at right with his wife,
Matushka Juliana, their daughters,
our Archbishop, and other wellwishers on his ordination day.
4 St Gregory
Palamas

Friday

4

23 M Quadratus

24 St Sophronius

Presanctified
Liturgy 10am

Vespers 6pm
Confessions to
follow

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford

Dl
6

5
25 St Mary of
Egypt

26 Relics of St
Nicephorus;
St Leander of
Seville

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am
OCS D

8

7
27 St Benedict of
Nursia

28 M Agapius

29 Apostle
Aristobulus

30 St Alexis,
Man of God;
St Patrick
Parish Work
Bee 9:30am
(St George’s)

Presanctified
Liturgy 10am
Akathist to St
Mary of Egypt
6pm (For

13

14

15

16

11
31 Lazarus
Saturday

Parish Work Bee
9:30am
(St George’s)

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford D

intercessions against
passions of the flesh)

12

10

9

Vespers 6pm
Confessions to follow

Caviar Allowed
17

18

Sunday

Monday

April 2018
1 Palm Sunday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

3 Holy and
Great Tuesday

4 Holy and
Great
Wednesday

Bridegroom
Matins 6pm

Parish Work
Bee 9:30am
(St George’s)

Holy Unction
6pm

5 Holy and
Great Thursday

6 Holy and
Great Friday

7 Holy and
Great Saturday

Liturgy of St
Basil 10:30am
12 Gospels
6pm

Royal Hours 10am
Vespers/Procession
3pm
Matins/Lamentations
7pm
Strict Fast

10am Liturgy
1pm Church Cleaning
9pm Reading of Acts
10pm Blessing of
baskets, Liturgy &
Breakfast to follow

Shroud Service
3pm

Bridegroom
Matins 6pm
20

19
8 PASCHA
Christ is Risen!

9 Bright Monday

Agape Vespers
3pm

26

OCS

23

22

21
10 Bright Tuesday

11Bright
Wednesday

12Bright Thursday

2

Akathist to St
Cuthbert 6pm
(Commemorated
March 20 / April 2)

Fast Free

15 Apostle
Thomas Sunday
Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am
Memorial to
follow

Fast Free

16 St Nicetas

Fast Free

Fast Free

27

29

28
17 St Joseph the
Hymnographer

18 Martyr
Agathopodes

3

2
23 M Terrence

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am

24 HM Antipas

25 St Basil the
Confessor

2

Akathist to
St John
Maximovitch
6pm for travellers

OCS

9
29 Paralytic

10
30 HM Simeon

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am
OCS D

17
16

11

6
26 HM Artemon

missions, and other
needs

12

Marriage
Course 7pm
Fast Free

Marriage Course
3-5:30pm
Vespers 6pm
Confessions to
follow
Fast Free
1

31

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford

5

4

14Bright Saturday

20 St George of
Mitylene
Marriage
Course 7pm

Akathist to the
Mother of God
6pm

2

13Bright Friday

30
19 St Eutychius

25

24

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford

l

22 Myrrhbearers

Saturday

In which we commemorate the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ

2 Holy and
Great Monday

Hours 10am
Liturgy
10:30am
Blessing of
Palms to follow

Wednesday

7
27 St Martin the
Confessor

21 Ap Herodion

Exec Mtg 1-3pm
Marriage Course
3-5:30pm
Vespers 6pm
Confessions to
follow
8
28 Ap Aristarchus

Vespers 6pm
Confessions to
follow

13

Akathist 7pm
St George’s,
Brantford D
14

15

Black background indicates service at St. George’s, Brantford; All other entries are All Saints,
Hamilton. Service times are approximate. Fasting Days are shaded grey. Dates are shown in
civil dates (top) and Julian (Church) Calendar dates (bottom).
T- Wine & Oil Allowed
W Fish Allowed H Milk & Cheese Allowed
2 - Domestic Chapel (Call for Details) D Coffee Talk/Question Hour
l Charitable Works Collection

Please join us for

ORTHODOX COFFEE TALKS
Most Sundays During Lent
following the Potluck Luncheon
These sessions are primarily intended for
catechumens – Inquirers and other faithful are
also welcomed to join us.

___________________________________
PRAYING FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY - An insert is included with this calendar:
please remember these names daily in your prayers. You can email
korzg@hotmail.com for any needs requested. Please pray daily for each
member of the parish, and for the departed.
QUESTION HOUR will take place following the potluck luncheon on Sunday,
March 11th, and Sunday, April 29th. All who are interested in deepening their
understanding of the Orthodox Christian faith are invited to attend.
CHARITABLE WORKS COLLECTIONS in support of those in need in our
community will be taken up on Sunday, March 18th, and Sunday, April 15th.
WE WISH MANY BLESSED YEARS to Mary D. (March 10 Bday, Bruno Antonio
C. ( March 10 Bday), Alexander (Alec) L. (March 22 Bday), Sofia H. (March 26
Bday), Laura M. (April 18 Bday), Andrei D. (April 22 Bday), Evangelos T. (Mar
25/April 7 Namesday). Please advise the priest of any other occasions.

A PARISH WORK BEE for the creation of
a multi-purpose classroom at St. George’s
Brantford will take place on Western Easter
Weekend: FRIDAY March 30, SATURDAY
March 31, and MONDAY April 2 (Friday
and Monday are statutory holidays).
FOUR volunteers are needed for each
day to work under the direction of Michael
Artus, while 2-3 meals volunteers are
needed to keep the work volunteers fed.
Please speak to Michael Artus or Father
Geoffrey to assist.

Cell Phone Etiquette
for Christian Living
If you do not have the courage (or the vocational
luxury) to live without a cell phone,Christian courtesy
and quietness of soul can be assisted by nurturing a
number of simple habits:
1. Put the Phone on Mute during any conversation.
2. Treat your phone like another person. Turn it
over when talking or meeting with someone (you don’t
want to be distracted if it lights up when a call comes
in). Also, turn off the vibrate and ring functions.The
message we send to those we are with is clear: my
attention is 100% on you.
3. Use the cell phone as a tool, not a toy. Don’t rot
the minds of children (your own, or others) by
collecting game apps to share, to “keep the kids busy”
,– the saints warn us about wasting time in such
useless ways. Instead, use email and photo apps to
document decisions and reminders for consideration
later.
4. Set aside time to review and respond to
messages, either text or voice. This will encourage
you to refuse calls when you are with other people
(face to face), since you know you’ll have time set
aside to give the calls and messages your full attention
- later.
5. Remember that email and text messaging are
suitable for the most simplistic decisions, such as
setting a meeting time and place. Email should never
be used for making decisions requiring any subtleties
of discussion.
6. Use the drafts folder to store messages to which
you need to reply later.
7. Use photo functions to record ideas, trivia, and
information you’d like to share with others at some
time in the future. Save all this in a single file, without
dedicating any time to organizing it (simply find it later
- if ever!).
This is one of the simple benefits of technology:
use it as a tool, not for clickbait or Facebook postings,
but for useful purposes related to work, family, church,
or constructive hobbies.

+

State of the Parish Report
(Continued from front cover) If and when this happens, what we
consistently see is a deepening of prayer life, more frequent and
more thorough Confession, and a much greater capacity to pass
along the Orthodox Faith to children, grandchildren, godchildren,
and friends. I think this is a wish we all would like to see come true
(to borrow a line from Cinderella!), and the Lord wants to see it,
too – the only missing piece is the will of those who need to come,
cooperating with God in the process. Then we will see the
miracles happen!

PRAYER for INNER STILLNESS
When strangers ask me to describe our parish, I often
find myself using words like “anomaly” – in a good way! Most
Orthodox parishes bring together people of a shared culture or
language: as such, parish members usually run the spectrum from
saints, through pious people, through strugglers, through
occasional Christians, to inactive affiliates, right through to
atheists (some of whom even sit on parish councils, I am sorry to
say). Our parish is very blessed to have as the binding thread
holding our community together a sincere to try to live out life and
serve Christ as true Orthodox Christians. As a result, about 80%
of the most serious problems which plague other Orthodox
communities year after year, are blessedly never even seen in our
church. We enjoy an uncommon unanimity of spirit, which we
must work daily – through spiritual effort, repentance, and small
but consistent acts of love toward each other and strangers – to
ensure we preserve this treasure. I have over the years
encouraged catechumens to visit one or two other Orthodox
parishes to get a feel for the wider Church into which they are
being baptized: this may be good advice for all of us, too – to pick
a day, and go and take a good, thorough look at the liturgical and
social circumstances of other Orthodox parishes, not to offer
criticism, but to see the realities out there, and to renew our
thankful hearts for the blessings we enjoy as a matter of course in
this parish, thank God!
While giving thanks to God for the blessings we continue
to receive, we can and should also look at matters which need to
be addressed in our parish. For example, there exists a growing
commonality (not a majority, by any means) of people stating that
they do not do any regular, daily prayers at all, or that their
so-called “prayer rule” is just 2-3 minutes long. The Lord tells us
that, without Me you can do nothing (John 15) – do we believe
Him? Interestingly, this is one of the Gospel readings associated
with the Sunday of Orthodoxy, at the beginning of Lent, which
exhorts us to strengthen our connection with the Church – to
“remain in the vine”, like healthy branches and fruit, so we can
remain alive, and strong. In some cases, it seems like we do not
believe what Christi is saying about this, since we attempt to live a
Christian life – supposedly distinct from world – but to do it on
our own strength, and using our own judgement.
In terms of the missionary work of the Church, this
means just what the Lord tells us: without prayer, nothing will be
accomplished. The parish will not meet its financial needs. Our
priest will not be able to tackle the tasks set before him. And what is more - missionary work will be a long, slow process. We

should not look for fruit where there is no fertilizer, and Christians,
that fertilizer is prayer. There are scores of resources online, and
in our parish bookstore. Ways to pray are often mentioned in
sermons. We have the resources: if they are not being used, or if
they are being used in merely a token way, this is a question of a
lack of will. I do not have to go after anyone about this: the results
will be evident in each individual’s life, as well as in our common
life in the parish.
Let me be clear: we are a parish that is geographically
divided. Unlike the early Church, we cannot assemble to pray
together in this temple or at our Brantford temple every day. What
we can and must do, however, is to strengthen our prayers at
home every day. The ways of doing this are numerous: morning
prayers and evening prayers, prayers before and after meals, the
use of the Jesus Prayer (formally, while driving or riding the bus,
sitting at a meeting or while in class, or to repeatedly pray that the
Lord will have mercy on a particular individual we know is in need.
Each time we do this, we are joining one another in
prayer – perhaps even praying for another at a time of crisis,
when they cannot pray. We are manifesting the Church through
the use of the Name of Jesus Christ, as the late Father George
Calciu famously said. We should do this all the time, since when
we do, we stand shoulder to shoulder with each other, and – more
than that – with the saints and martyrs who are praying before
God. When you are facing a problem at school, at work, or at
home, what more powerful solution could you ask for than that?

HOLY MYSTERIES for TRANSFORMATION
Over the last year, our capacity to offer the Holy
Mysteries and other holy services needed to grow – and it has
grown, thank God! Part of this growth (which now includes two
parish locations, one in Hamilton and one in Brantford) has been
the result of our faithful taking on new roles. Most recently, our
warden and reader was ordained to the diaconate, after a long
period of preparation, training, and study. Father Deacon Sean is
one tangible success story of the seed sown in this vineyard,
which has grown up and produced fruit. Yet it is not simply our
new deacon who is evidence of this: two faithful men – Reader
John Jobe and Reader Nicholas Filipovic – were recommended
by me to be tonsured as readers, knowing that there would be a
need for more help in this regard. They did not ask to be tonsured
– they were asked (or more accurately, “volun-told” with an option
for veto!). It is not insignificant that our beloved brother, Deacon
Alexander Karejew found his way to ordination to the diaconate in
this very same way: there was a need years ago, he was a worthy
candidate, and he was ordained. Little did his bishop know at the
time what a contribution he would make today, in a different parish
and jurisdiction, to the service of the Holy Liturgy, to the training of
our deacon, acolytes, and readers, and to the spiritual help,
support, and encouragement of the faithful of this parish – and
especially to me.
My only regret is, we will have to cut his three-figure
salary in the 2018 budget, although I know he will accept this with
his usual grace and gentlemanly humility!
Yet there are still areas where – if we want to see real
missionary work increase – more help is needed, right now:
- Just as our brother Michael Duboy has taken on caretaking, and

assisting with regular reading at St. George’s, we need other
faithful to regularly attend services, and to offer themselves to fulfil
various needs at the parish (and to be trained accordingly);
- Here in Hamilton, weekday feast day Vespers and Liturgies do
not take place so we can fill up the calendar: they occur for the
faithful to pray and commune, and by extension, to attend, to
assist, to read, and to sing if they can
- The same is true for our Wednesday and Friday evening
Akathists. These are offered for a variety of purposes (e.g.
searching for a job, seeking a spouse, praying for help in
marriages or families, seeking God’s healing for an illness, or
asking God’s blessing on the mission work of our parishes, etc.).
So too must the faithful – not simply the clergy and the
“committed” people – attend, help, read, and sing.
- For Sunday feast days, we also need people who can prepare
the kolivo (the boiled wheat) to commemorate the departed at
Vespers on the eve of every feast, as well as to bring flowers to
prepare the floral icon frame prior to the Vespers service.
Some Orthodox visitors are surprised our parish “still
does these things”; in reality, some of these practices have fallen
out of use in certain places because the faithful have stepped
back from their church community, and have become “spectator
Christians” - i.e. essentially non-Christians, who just watch from
the bleachers, and might comment on what is going on.

EVANGELISM TO KNOW THE CHURCH
The past year has shown in various ways that the Church
must consider its evangelism in new ways. I am referring to two
specific things:
Firstly, we are encountering more and more in Canada
an elite culture which is openly hostile to religion in general, and to
Christian in particular. Sadly, we have no better example of this
than our Christ-mocking Prime Minister, for whom we pray at
every Liturgy and Vespers service. Some public officials are still
well-disposed to us; some at least have good will; while others - a
loud minority - actively work against those who love Christ and
desire to speak the truth of the Gospel. This situation will require
two things of us.
We must learn the words and actions to make faith (our
Orthodox Faith in particular) a normal part of the discussion at
work, among friends, and at school. This does not usually require
debates, but it does require us to expect other Canadians to
accommodate our fasting, understand when we ask for a day off
(with or without pay!) to observe a church feast day, assert
ourselves in certain instances by asking people if they are
attacking our faith (any good Canadian will say, of course not! and then back off), accommodate our religious book and paper
icons at the office or in our locker, and respect written requests to
accommodate our faith at our child’s school. As our friend Father
Daniel from Indonesia used to say, you can be sure the other
religions will be doing this – are you?!
We must also consider which battles are not worth our
energies at all, and decide how we will strengthen ourselves and
our children for the long-haul, recognizing certain pressures on
Christians may well get worse, and may last a long time. It is a
waste of time to complain about “those people” who ruined our
“good Christian country”: most older Orthodox people will tell you

it was never perfect, but that at least in the past, most people
shared the same Christian values (which is not the case today).
Complaining harms our soul: we must rather ask what “I” as an
individual am going to do, either through civic activity, or by
strengthening myself, my children, and the faithful in my parish.
This leads me to the second (and final) way we must
consider Orthodox evangelism, and that is internal evangelism.
Not a week goes by when I do not get the question, Father, why
are so many young people leaving the Church? I often reply, well,
that’s easy: we don’t read the Bible at home, we save Church
services for weekends (because work and school are “important”),
we schedule more time at clubs and lessons than we do in prayer
and in services, we do not learn the Faith well enough to apply it
to our everyday family problems (including marriage), and we do
not go deeply enough into the Faith, prayer, and the saints to
allow the beauty and glory of God to shine forth from us at all
times in all places. Simply put: why would young people (or
anyone) stay in such a church? There are many possibilities:
- We need to newly recruit one or two people to facilitate
putting talks and sermons on YouTube. Most people do not
read: they watch YouTube. Anyone in the English-speaking world
can benefit from this. It’s easy, cheap, and effective, but it requires
a committed couple of faithful willing to do this every week for at
least a year.
- We need some mature faithful people to work together
with young, unmarried Orthodox adults inside and outside the
parish to create monthly social events for Orthodox people to
meet each other, make friends, and – especially – find someone
to marry. We have many supportive, non-Orthodox spouses who
are part of this parish, however, they can only be married to one
person at a time! In the mean time, our young people need to
meet a wide variety of 19 to 30-year olds to forge bonds for the
future. Perhaps you could step up and help them start this: if so,
let me know.
- We also need priests and deacons. This usually starts with
forming a faithful man through prayer, liturgy, and lifestyle,
however, it also often depends on the success of the previous
item – i.e. most single young men are not eager to discuss these
things until they have found their wife. Whatever the case, we
should keep our eyes open, and especially encourage young men
with a second, secular vocation to prepare for the diaconate –
either at seminary or (more commonly) through parish training and
study) since there is a great need here, and only through this path
will we find our future priests.

CONCLUSION
In conclusion: the purpose of a State of the Parish Report is to
offer highlights of the strengths and the needs of a church. It
continues to be my personal joy to serve our parishes, and to
work together with all of you. Our parish is the smallest Orthodox
church in Hamilton, but I would venture that it touches the lives of
a much wider circle of people - Orthodox, non-Orthodox, and
non-Christian, too - than the church itself holds. God does this
through human beings - the faithful of the Church - and I am
grateful to be able to witness and experience this warmth, faith,
and merciful Christian love every time I deal with our beloved
community.
+

